
Fintastic,
not fearsome

Facts vs. Fears: 
Tips for talking about sharks

Sources: Wildlife Conservation Society's "5 Tips for Media on Covering
Sharks and Shark Sightings" and WWF's "Shark Facts vs. Shark Myths"



FEAR

FACT

All sharks are big with lots of
sharp teeth that will rip me apart.

There are over 1,000 species of
sharks and they come in 

different shapes and sizes.



The term "shark" includes rays,
skates, and dogfish. There's an

eight-inch deep water dogfish and
30-foot whale shark. 

Basking sharks and whale sharks
don't even use their teeth to eat!



FEAR
Sharks will attack and eat me

when they see me.

FACT
Shark attacks are extremely rare,

and the vast majority of shark
species are harmless to humans.



Majority of shark species eat fish
and invertebrates, like squids or

clams. Humans are not part of any
shark's daily diet. 

 
If a person is bitten by a shark, it is

likely that the shark mistook the
person for something else.

 



Sharks harm people so we
should harm them.

FACT
Sharks need more 

help than harm.

FEAR



Sensational shark reports have
resulted in people intentionally and

unnecessarily killing sharks. 
 

Sharks continue to be overfished for
sport, shark fin soup, and other
commercial uses. As many as

100,000+ sharks a day are taken
from the ocean.



Now, about 1/3 of shark species are
threatened with extinction because
their slow reproduction rates can't
match the rates of targeted and
accidental shark fishing and high

market demand for shark products.



A shark in the water calls for a
shellebration. Healthy sharks

mean healthy seas.

FACT

FEAR
If we see any shark in the water, we

should swim and run away and have 
it killed.



An ocean with healthy
shark populations provides

opportunities for
sustainable fisheries, food,

and tourism.


